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He writes that when he returns home he will probably
return to bookbinding, "for books continue to please me
more than anything else." While Davy was away the
financial difficulties of the Royal Institution increased, and
its closure was discussed. There was a possibility that
it would no longer be in existence when Faraday came back
to England.
In February, 1815, the party was in Rome. "Sir H.
is now working on the old subject of chlorine, and, as is
the practice with him, goes on discovering." He had
discovered a new oxide of chlorine.
Davy had intended to visit Turkey and the Near East,
but he objected to the Turkish quarantine examination,
and the party returned to England rather suddenly. In
spite of its insecurity the Royal Institution continued, and
Faraday was engaged again as assistant in the laboratory
and mineralogical collection, and superintendent of the
apparatus, with a salary of thirty shillings a week.
He was soon working intensively, as Davy's assistant,
on the miner's safety-lamp. In 1816 he gave his first
lecture. This was delivered to the City Philosophical
Society, which had been founded by Mr. Tatum, and in the
same year his first small research was published. Davy had
requested him to analyse some native caustic lime, which
had been sent from Tuscany. The little paper contained
about four hundred words by Faraday, and additional
comments by Davy.
Faraday was now nearly twenty-five years old. He
wrote that "It was the beginning of my communications
to the public, and its results very important to me. Sir
Humphry Davy gave me the analysis to make as a first
attempt in chemistry at a time when my fear was greater
than my confidence and both far greater than my knowledge;
at a time also when I had no thought of ever writing an
original paper on science." It is interesting to learn that
Faraday had no expectation before the age of twenty-five
of ever accomplishing research. His correspondence with
Abbott shows a good deal of confidence. Perhaps he was
unable to imagine that his private experiments could belong